
Christmas Devotion 1
Read Luke 1:67-79 
 
What’s your reaction when you get good news? Are you a screamer or a squealer? Do you 
jump around and go crazy? Sing at the top of your lungs? Maybe you’re more of an internal 
processor! Or just stand there with your mouth open and think it’s too good to be true! 

In Luke 1, we meet an older couple, Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth, who hadn’t been able to 
have children. One day, Zechariah was in the temple and an angel appeared and told him that 
his wife was going to have a son! Zechariah was gobsmacked and didn’t believe the angel at 
first – and because of this, he lost the ability to speak until his son was born! (Go back and 
read Luke 1:5-25 for the full version). When Zechariah’s son is born, he names him John (the 
Baptist) and he’s able to speak again. And this time, Zechariah has a much better reaction to 
this good news – he sings!  
 
Zechariah’s song teaches us three main things: Firstly, that God is keeping his promises, even 
those that were promised thousands of years ago. Secondly, that God is going to save his 
people. And thirdly, that God will use his son John to get them ready for their saviour – kind 
of like one of those mini trucks that comes before a massive truck on the highway to let you 
know what’s coming up ahead! 

What promises of God do you find it hard to believe that He will really come through on? 
When you doubt that God will really keep his promises, look to Zechariah’s song – and know 
that God is keeping his promises to us, even those that were made thousands of years ago. 
Remember that God has already saved us by sending Jesus, and we can trust that Jesus will 
come again. Remember that God gives us great reasons to sing for joy, just like Zechariah did. 



Christmas Devotion 2
Read Luke 1:46-55 

“A promise made is a promise kept.” Sounds too good to be true! I cannot begin to count how 
many times someone has made me a promise, only to let me down. When a promise is not 
honoured it feels like a kick in the guts. However when a promise is kept you feel like bursting 
with joy and thankfulness! This is what’s going on here in Luke.  

This passage is all about a promise maker who keeps His promises! I mean, yeah it’s Mary 
who is singing, but the song isn’t about her - she’s not singing about how deserving she is of 
God’s goodness or how she was so special that God chose her to bring Jesus into the world; 
she’s singing about the goodness and faithfulness of God, the one who makes and keeps 
promises. Mary recalls God’s grace shown to her, His mercy from generation to generation 
and how He has acted throughout history to make His name great v50-53.  

Mary knew her Old Testament (which was her only testament) and she knew the significance 
of God’s promises which extend all the way back to Abraham; that they were pointing to the 
day God “remembered to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants forever” v54-55 by 
bringing His Saviour into the world, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Christmas is a time where we remember the fulfilment of God’s promise of a Saviour. It is a 
time where we recall the events of the past, bring them into the present, and let them shape 
our future knowing that God’s promises extend into the future, because with God a promise 
made is a promise kept! Who can you share this good news with this Christmas??? 
 



Christmas Devotion 3
Read Luke 2:1-14 

The Christmas Carol Silent Night was written by a German man by the name of Joseph Mohr, 
and was first sung in his church in 1818. It’s one of the most popular Christmas Carols in the 
world and even ranks as the number 4 selling single of all time! 

And yet, when we read the accounts of Jesus’ birth in Luke 2, it doesn’t seem like a particularly 
silent night. All these out-of-towners filling Bethlehem for the census, Mary giving birth in the 
place where the animals eat, and then, of course, the headline performance of the night – the 
angels singing to the shepherds. They sang “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favour rests”.  

Silent Night includes the line “sleep in heavenly peace”. I don’t know about you, but I haven’t 
actually seen that many babies that sleep with any sort of peace. Babies cry and wail and 
poop and scream! So, I don’t think there’s any sort of guarantee that Jesus was sleeping in 
heavenly peace that night. But that’s ok. Because in coming to earth as a baby, Jesus was 
achieving something far greater than a good night’s sleep. 

Jesus, Immanuel – God with us. The one who holds the universe together came down as 
a baby, so that he would live a perfect life, and die in our place. He may not have slept in 
heavenly peace. But he is the one who brings us peace. A peace far greater than anything 
this world has ever seen. A peace greater than the end of all war, or restored friendships, or a 
family brought back together. Peace between God and his people. Do you know this peace?  

When you sing Silent Night this Christmas time, think of the angels singing on that very first 
Christmas, and how not-so-silent it would have been. Think of the great reason they had to 
sing – because God sent his son to earth to make peace with us. That’s a good reason to sing 
of God’s glory.  



Christmas Devotion 4
Read Luke 2:21-35

What’s the longest you’ve ever had to wait for something? Maybe you’ve been counting the 
days until Christmas! Or how many weeks left in a long term at school. Maybe you’ve had to 
wait for a family member to return home after a long trip. Or you’ve had to wait until you were 
old enough to do the things your older siblings were always allowed to do! 

We aren’t very good at waiting for things, even things that don’t take that long. Imagine waiting 
your whole life, over 80 years, for something to happen! In today’s Christmas devotion, we are 
looking at the last “song” from the original Christmas Carols in Luke chapters 1 and 2 – the 
words of Simeon. Simeon is described as a “devout” man, meaning he loved God and he was 
patiently waiting for God to rescue his people, just as he had promised that he would.  

 And after waiting what must have felt like (and literally was!) a lifetime, Simeon meets this 
young couple and their baby in the temple. Simeon speaks of how God has kept his promises 
(vs 29), that this is the way that God will bring his salvation (vs. 30), and that this salvation has 
come to all people (vs 31-32).  

Sometimes, when we wait for something for a long time, and it finally arrives, it can feel like 
a bit of a letdown after all the anticipation. Jesus’ birth is like the opposite of this! It might 
have seemed unimpressive at first, but he brings something even greater than many were 
expecting. Jesus didn’t just come to save the Israelites, God’s nation, but people from all 
nations – which is why and how many of us have come to trust in Jesus! 

Simeon said that he was ready to rest in peace now that the Messiah had come. Today, we 
are waiting for the Messiah to come back. But we have already seen his glory and what he 
has done for us on the cross. And even though it feels like such a long time to wait, when he 
comes, he will not disappoint! He will gather people from every nation who trust in him to live 
as part of his kingdom forever. Are you looking forward to this? Keep looking forward! Even 
when it’s hard to wait, trust that he came once to bring salvation, and he will come again. 


