Christmas
Devotion #2

M AT T H E W 2 8 : 1 8 - 2 0

Did you know that how you view someone determines
how you respond to them?
I wonder what you would do if all authority was given
to you? How would you use the authority? Would you
use it to get what you want? Would you use it to make
people do things for you? Would you use your authority
for yourself or others? Maybe a bit of both?
One time I was on a ferry with a few mates heading
over to Manly from Circular Quay, and if you know
anything about the journey you know that the first few
kilometres are pretty smooth. But once you get closer
to the headlands you get a swell that lifts the ferry up
& down. Anyway, this day the swell was pretty big, the
spray was coming over the bow - it was fun; so I decided
to be a bit of a goose and go to the bow and stand
there like Jesus might have and said to the wind and
the waves “Ssssshhhhh, quiet. Be still!”
And you know what happened? Nothing! Nothing at
all! I don’t have the authority! If my mates weren’t there
laughing along then you could understand me being
escorted off the ferry in a straitjacket. Because it’s a little
crazy to think I would have the authority to silence the
wind and waves. But not so with Jesus as we know from
the account where he calmed the wind and the waves –
because He has the authority of God, and I do not.

Matthew 28:18-20
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am
with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Jesus is saying here there is no-one with more authority
than Him! Throughout the history of the world and in
to the future, no-one has had nor will have the authority
He has. That’s why the Bible calls him King of Kings,
Lord of Lords, Name above all Names. This is why we
get excited about Christmas! We celebrate King Jesus!
Did you know that how you view someone determines
how you respond to them?
Merry Christmas!

